


 
“Whilst being able to return to our normal operations is our main aim, it is worth noting that
the effect of DCCEEW’s mapping is to render Tallimbalong without any product income,
and as a result, the land itself is now virtually without value according to local real estate
agents.  We’ve lost our income and our asset value.  As if that wasn’t enough, we also face
fines for ‘illegal clearing” despite not changing our operation, not removing or damaging a
single tree.  In fact, as a result of our operations the original stands of blue mallee were
protected from clearing for grazing & cropping, and we have substantially increased the
number of trees on our property through the planting of over 4 million blue mallees.”
 
As I prepare this email for Richard, I can’t help but feel this is all so tragic -  this is a family
who has for two generations been dedicated to improving the native vegetation of the area. 
This is a family doing everything that DECCEW promotes on marketing material and
websites about biodiversity, restoring nature – yet instead of being held in high regard for
this work over the past 60 years –the family is treated as criminals.
 
The IUCN recognises and even advocates for “Conservation through Sustainable Use” as
does the UN Convention on Biodiversity. – it is time for the DECCEW to do the same.
 
 

 


















